
Working together, we build bright futures. 

 BRITISH VALUES STATEMENT 

 

 

At St James CE Primary School, our pupils develop a strong set of values and principles and learn 

to question and understand what it means to grow up in British society. Through the supportive 

ethos of mutual respect and understanding, we enable children to reflect upon and develop their 

role in a diverse, multicultural and multi faith society. As an inclusive school that serves a richly 

diverse community, we take seriously our responsibility to promote community cohesion and 

generate a respect for difference and individual rights. Our curriculum and the opportunities we 

offer to the children, enable them to recognise the valuable role that they play as emerging 

citizens in British society.  

The government defines ‘British Values’ as: 

– Democracy  

– Rule of Law  

– Individual Liberty 

– Mutual respect  

– Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs  

These values are taught explicitly through whole school Gatherings, Personal, Social, Health and 

Emotional (PSHE) and Religious Education (RE). We also teach the British values through planning 

and delivering a broad and balanced curriculum that includes real opportunities for exploring the 

values. The values are presented in ways which directly reflect the learning styles, ages, special 

needs and abilities of individual pupils. The school also takes opportunities to actively promote 

British values through our daily collective worship and by the ethos and expectations that 

permeate throughout the school.  

A few examples where ‘British Values’ are taught across the school are:  

– Democracy: electing school council representatives, class decisions about rewards, joint 

evolution of classroom rules, following national and international democratic elections; 

– Rule of Law: whole school expectations, planned e-safety teaching and learning, close 

liaison with local community support officers, restorative approaches to unacceptable 

behaviour, study of democracy; 

– Individual liberty: actively encouraged children to make choices, knowing that they are in 

a safe and supportive environment, encouragement to share opinion and have a ‘voice’;  

– Mutual respect: the school’s ethos is based around at set of Christian values underpinned 

by the value of Respect. Our school’s Behaviour Policy has 3 ‘rules - Respect Others, 

Respect Yourself, Respect Property and the Environment. 

– Tolerance of those of different faiths & beliefs: children need to learn how to show respect 

for others and understand that difference is not only acceptable, but welcome. Children at 

St James know that everyone is welcome in our school. We have strong links with local 

churches and children visit them to see the workings of a Christian Church. Additionally we 

visit Mosques, Gurdwaras and Temples during the RE curriculum which gives the children an 

overview of a range of religions and enables them to explore personal beliefs and those of 

others, including those of no faith.  


