
The value we are working on this term is: 

Respect  

‘In everything, treat others the same way you want 

them to treat you’ Matthew 7:12 

Literacy 
Key Texts: The Little Red Hen 

Purpose for writing: Giving meaning to marks and labelling using developing phonic 
knowledge 

Writing: While reading The Little Red Hen the children will be encouraged to join in using 
some story language such as, ‘once upon a time’ ‘the end’ ‘early one morning.’ There will 
be opportunities throughout their play to act out the story with their friends. Opportuni-
ties to choose to write will be provided and children will be encouraged to talk about the 
marks they are making and what they mean.  

We will draw out a story map together and learn key parts and phrases. Our aim, is to 
make the story as exciting as possible and we will start off with a ‘hook’. For the little red 
hen, we leave red feathers all over the class room with a bowl of ingredients to make 
bread. We will have already read the story to the children so that they will know who left it 
there. We then bake bread with the children after writing our own instructions! This gets 
the children really excited about their learning, encouraging them to use the language of 
the story and be inspired to retell, write and draw. 

Grammar: Reinforce the All Time Toolkit (capital letters, finger spaces, full stops, blending/
using phonic knowledge).  We use the Word Rap from Word Aware to explicitly teach the 
vocabulary from the story.  

 

 

Maths 
Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs) are designed to support the development of the mental 

skills that underpin much of the maths work in school.  Instant recall facts help enormously 

with mental agility within maths lessons.  This term  children will  consolidate the following 

facts daily in quick maths: recognising numbers 1-5. They will also practise counting, noticing 

pattern and developing vocabulary to describe position.  

Daily Routines: Our daily routines are key to our maths teaching, we will be using a calendar, 

birthdays, days of the week, self- registration and tidying –up to develop mathematical lan-

guage and understanding related to time, pattern, sorting and classifying and number.  

Number and Number Patterns: Children will develop their recognition of a group of up 

to 3 objects without counting (subitising). They will practise counting with one to one 

correspondence, saying a number name for each object as they count. They will begin 

to use number names spontaneously in their play, reciting numbers up to and past 5.  

Children will compare quantities, knowing when they have the same amount as their 

friends. They will also begin to link numerals to an amount.  

Shape/Space and Measure: Children will start anticipating certain events in the day.  

Shows interest in shapes and playing with shapes. Create simple patterns. Begin to com-

pare objects, using words to describe length and height.   

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
 

Our focus this half term will be upon  establishing routines and developing relationships so 

that the children feel happy and comfortable to come to school. Home visits allow us to 

learn more about the child and their family and build closer relationships. We will familiar-

ise children with and practise routines, such as lunch time, tidy up times, carpet times, us-

ing the toilet, washing hands and putting on coats with increased independence. 

Self-Regulation:  Increasingly follow the rules and routines of the day.  Talk about own 

feelings. 

Managing Self: Can select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. Be 

increasingly independent when using the toilet and when getting dressed. 

Building Relationships: Play with small groups of children. extending play ideas. 

Understanding The World  
This half term, the children will be transitioning from nursery or home life into school. It is important 

to us that our children have lots of opportunities for circle time and sharing their opinions and experi-
ences.  

 
We will also explore autumn as a season, noticing and describing the changes that the children see 
when they are learning outside, in forest school or during our autumn walk to the park. We will also 

help children to get to know their school environment and their part in the community, exploring the 
question, ‘Where do we belong’? We will use stories and non fiction text to promote discussion of 

experiences and places. 

Expressive Arts and Design  

Our focus artist this term is Frida Kahlo and our focus 

is on self portraits. The children will use her work as 

inspiration and discuss the things they like and don’t 

like and use these features in their own work.  

The children will also explore colours, mak-

ing marks, creating stories, role playing and 

learning nursery rhymes and songs.   

Communication and Language  
The children will develop their listening, attention and understanding this term. They will also 

develop their speaking and vocabulary. We will focus upon: 
• Listening to  and sharing a range of exciting stories, remembering key parts 
• Developing vocabulary  to describe  
• Understanding and following simple instructions 
• Singing songs and nursery rhymes 
• Talking to friends and adults during play 
• In ‘Drawing Club’ the children will become immersed in a world of stories, tales and 

animations which develops their ability to talk about characters, settings and events. 
The children will attend ‘Drawing Club’ and draw pictures of characters with funny 
names and settings with hidden doors and secret passages. The children will learn to 
add detail to their drawings and begin to describe, explain and imagine to improve 
their pictures, whilst all the time developing their ability to use new vocabulary and to 
tell a story.   

Phonics  

The children will be working on their listening and 

attention skills. We will go on lots of listening walks to 

tune into different sounds and begin learning our week-

ly nursery rhyme. We will also start Step 1 in our Sound 

Discovery phonics scheme, learning alphabet sounds. 

PE 
Focus:  Introduction to PE and keeping our bodies 
healthy.  

Reception 

Autumn 1 

 Physical Development  
We will be developing our gross and fine motor 

skills. We will do this through: 

• PE/ daily yoga  

• Moving freely and in different ways: climbing, 

balancing, dancing, jumping and moving 

across obstacles 

• Dough Disco to strengthen our fingers and 

hands 

• Large, active kinetic letter movements that 

are needed for letter formation 

• Making marks for meaning and messaging. 

We will be finding and leaving messages in 

school and at home using lines, squiggles, 

shapes, patterns and marks.   

What’s happening in school this term? 

• Transition into school 

• Macmillan Coffee Morning 

• Harvest 

• Parents Evening 

 

British Sign Language (BSL)  

This term the children will be looking at sign-

ing words related to their environment and 

routine, using manners and experiencing sign-

ing with singing and stories.  


