
The value we are working on this term is: 

Responsibility 

“You should each judge your own conduct. If it 

is good, then you can be proud of what you 

yourself have done, without having to compare 

it with what someone else has done.” 

Galatians 6:4  

Literacy 
Key Texts: The Magic Train Ride,  The Journey Home from Grandpas, Whatever Next 
 

Purpose for writing: To write simple words and captions from a story.  

Writing: The children will learn the story of the Magic Train Ride using a story map 
and actions to help them to recall and use the story language. They will be given the 
opportunity to  explore the story further throughout the wider provision, encouraging 
them to add a narrative to their play and use transport related vocabulary. This story links 
into expressive arts and design as it can be told through song. The children will learn the 
rhythm of the story. 

The Magic Train Ride will build on the bank of stories that the children have learnt through 
story maps since the autumn term. The story gives children the opportunity to focus on 
writing cvc words, then ccvc words (click, clack, track) and cvcc words (jump, much) which 
will be reinforced through our phonics lessons.  They will also be encouraged to write sim-
ple captions and sentences to describe what they can see.   

Grammar: Our All Time Toolkit will be used this term as the children begin to write cap-
tions and simple sentences (capital letters, finger spaces, full stops, blending/using phonic 

knowledge).   

Maths 
Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs) are designed to support the development of the mental 

skills that underpin much of the maths work in school.  Instant recall facts help enormously 

with mental agility within maths lessons.  This term,  children will continue to consolidate 

skills and knowledge in daily quick maths sessions. They will practise recognising numerals 

from 1 to 10, counting,  subitising groups of objects, combining groups of objects, noticing 

pattern and developing vocabulary to describe position and shape. 

Daily Routines: Our daily routines are key to our maths teaching, we will be using a calendar, 

birthdays, days of the week, self- registration and tidying –up to develop mathematical lan-

guage and understanding related to time, pattern, sorting and classifying and number.  

Number and Number Patterns: Children will continue to develop their recognition of a 

group of up to 5 objects without counting (subitising). They will count up to and beyond 

10 and practise recognising these numerals. They will explore the composition of num-

bers up to 10 and begin to recall number bonds to 5. The children will also compare 

numbers and understand 1 more and 1 less than a given number within 10.   

Shape/Space and Measure: Children will anticipate certain events throughput the day and 
use language to describe their routine. They will use shape within their play, combining them 
to create other shapes and describe some of their features. The children will notice, continue 

and create simple patterns. Begin to explore and discuss what they notice about weight,    
capacity, length and height. 

Personal Social and Emotional Development  
The children will continue to learn how to share resources and work as a team to achieve 

goals. They will take pride in their achievements by having the confidence to share them 

with others and feeling safe in their school environment.  

Self Regulation:  Through story, circle times and within play we will encourage the children 

to continue to identify and manage their feelings and consider the feelings of others. 

Managing Self: We will encourage the children to manage their own needs with increasing 

independence, such as using the toilet and getting ready for home. They will begin to show 

confidence when choosing resources and perseverance when carrying them out –keeping 

on trying even when facing challenges.  Linking to our learning dinosaurs. 

Building Relationships: We will continue to support the children to develop friendships 

with other children and begin to understand different points of view. 

Understanding The World  
Past and Present: Through fiction and non fiction text, the children will learn about transport  
that they see today and compare this to transport from the past. We will have visits from/ 
visits to different vehicles, giving children real life experiences, encouraging the development 
of linked vocabulary. 
People , Culture and Community: The children will learn about the  people that help us in our 

community and the wider world. They will also begin to know about  the features of St 

James, taking walks around the community and looking at images and maps from the local 

area. This will help us to answer our RE question this term, which places are special and 

why? We will explore the places that make us feel safe, that we go to with our families and 

that we go to worship. We will share experiences and stories linked to these places. 

The Natural World:  The children will continue to observe the changing seasons and under-

stand how this might affect the natural world around them, including plants and animals.  

Expressive Arts and Design  

Our focus artist this term is Vincent Van 

Gogh. The children will be exploring his 

transport art, imitating it and innovating it 

using the different art skills, printing, using paints, pastels and 

water colours.  

This term the children will also continue to develop a collection of 

songs and dances. They will create music using a range of instru-

ments and practice finding the pulse as they explore. The children 

will use a range of media to represent their ideas, including loose 

parts and paint. They will begin to add a storyline into their pre-

tend play. 

Communication and Language 
The children will  continue to  develop their listening, attention and understanding this term. 

They will also develop their speaking and vocabulary. We will focus upon: 
• Listening to  and sharing a range of exciting stories, remembering key parts  

• Understanding and following increasingly complex instructions 

• Singing songs and nursery rhymes 

• Talking to friends and adults during play 

• In ‘Drawing Club’ the children will become immersed in a world of stories, tales and 

animations which develops their ability to talk about characters, settings and events. 

The children will attend ‘Drawing Club’ and draw pictures of characters with funny 

names and settings with hidden doors and secret passages. The children will learn to 

add detail to their drawings and begin to describe, explain and imagine to improve 

their pictures, whilst all the time developing their ability to use new vocabulary and to 

tell a story.   

Phonics  

Children will be working on step 2 from our sound 

discovery scheme, reading and writing digraphs 

within words. (two letters that make one sound, 

e.g, sh) They will also focus on CVCC (consonant, 

vowel, consonant, consonant. )and CCVC 

(consonant, consonant, vowel, consonant) words.  

PE 
Focus:  Core strength and building social skills 

through team games. 

Reception 

Spring 1 

 Physical Development  
This half term we will be continuing to develop our 

gross and fine motor skills. We will do this through: 

• PE/ daily yoga—extending with new moves 

• Moving freely and in different ways: climbing, 

balancing, dancing, jumping and moving 

across obstacles, with increasing challenge 

• Dough Disco to strengthen our fingers and 

hands 

• Finger Gym trays to develop the strength in 

our holding fingers 

• Large, active kinetic letter movements that 

are needed for letter formation 

• Focus upon the formation of the Kinetic 

Letter, letter families, practising them in the 

air, on the ground, on whiteboards and with 

paper and pencils.  

What’s happening in school this term? 

• Safer internet day 

• Parents evening  - dates to follow 

British Sign Language 
(BSL) 

This term, the children will 

continue to learn signs related 

to their environment and rou-

tine, using manners and expe-

riencing signing with singing 

and stories.  

We will continue to greet each 

other at register time, sign the 

days of the week and learn 

additional signs for parts of 


