Literacy

Key Texts: The Three Billy Goats Gruff, The Enormous Turnip, The Hun-
gry Caterpillar

Purpose for writing: Across all three of our texts, we will begin by exploring the
vocabulary used, helping us to understand the characters and settings further. We
will have real-life hands on experiences to help develop this further too, for exam-
ple, growing our own plants and grass, tasting a range of fruit and vegetables and
watching caterpillars as they turn into butterflies.

There will be lots of enhancements throughout the classroom to encourage chil-
dren to retell the stories, using story spoons, puppets and costumes. We will use
the stories to inspire our writing, practising the captions and sentences that we are
going to write. We will practise these altogether and then increase our independ-
ence when writing these rehearsed phrases.

Grammar: Reinforce the All Time Toolkit (capital letters, finger spaces, full stops,
blending/using phonic knowledge).

Personal Social and Emotional Development

Self Regulation: The children will explore feelings through story and be encouraged to ex-
press their feelings and consider the perspective of others.

Managing Self: Children will be encouraged to manage their own needs with increasing
independence. They will develop ideas of what they want to do in their play and how they
want to go about it. They will develop confidence when choosing resources and persever-
ance when carrying them out . They will try a range of healthy foods and begin to identify
why we need to make healthy food choices.

Building Relationships: Children will continue to build respectful friendships, listening to
each other and taking turns.

Understanding The World

Past and Present: Through fiction and non fiction text, the children will continue to
learn about old and new and how objects and places have changed over time.

People , Culture and Community: We will continue to explore our community of St
James, noticing important and key places that we visit and use. We will begin to
compare our community with other communities around the world, noticing similari-
ties and differences.

The Natural World: We will continue to notice the changing seasons as we move
through spring, noticing how our school grounds and local community are changing.
We will plant and care for our own seeds, looking closely as they grow and develop
our vocabulary so that we can describe what we are observing. We will begin to ex-
plore the lifecycle of a butterfly through story and observing our own caterpillars.

What'’s happening in school this term?
22/4/26 Reception Writing Workshop (9 until 9:30)

29/4/26 Reception Height and Weight Check

Phonics

This term we will continue to practise blending and seg-
menting the alphabet sounds that we have learnt, to read and
write simple words and sentences. We will also continue to
learn and use digraphs from step 2 from Sound Discovery
(two letters that make one sound, e.g, ar) and focus on CVCC
(consonant, vowel, consonant, consonant. Jand CCVC words.
Tricky words will continue to be learnt throughout the term.

Maths

Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs) are designed to support the development of the mental
skills that underpin much of the maths work in school. Instant recall facts help enormously
with mental agility within maths lessons. This term, children will continue to consolidate
skills and knowledge in daily quick maths sessions. They will practise recognising numerals
from 1 to 10, counting beyond 10, subitising groups of objects, recalling double facts, identi-
fying odd and even numbers, recognising and continuing a 3 part pattern, describing weight
and position.

Daily Routines: Our daily routines are key to our maths teaching, we will be using a calendar,
birthdays, days of the week, self- registration and tidying —up to develop mathematical lan-
guage and understanding related to time, pattern, sorting and classifying and number.

Number and Number Patterns: Children will continue to develop their recognition of a
group of up to 5 objects without counting (subitising), describing how these amounts
are made up. They will count up to and beyond 10 and practise recognising these nu-
merals. They will explore the composition of numbers up to 10 and what these
amounts look like on a 10s frame and a number track. The children will explore the con-
cept of doubling and recall double facts to 5. We will also begin to explore odd and even
numbers, practically sharing amounts and describing what we can see.

Shape/Space and Measure: The children will continue to explore shape, combining
them to see what other shapes they can make and describing
their properties. As our plants grow we will discuss and com-

pare their length.

Physical Development
This half term we will be continuing to develop our
gross and fine motor skills. We will do this through:

o PE/ daily yoga—extending with new moves

o Moving freely and in different ways: climbing,
balancing, dancing, jumping and moving
across obstacles, with increasing challenge

o Using dough and clay and other malleable
materials to develop finger strength

o Large, active kinetic letter movements that
are needed for letter formation

o Focus upon the formation of the Kinetic
Letter, letter families, practising them in the
air, on the ground, on whiteboards and with
paper and pencils.

o Access to a range of mark making media in
both the inside and outside classrooms.

PE

Focus: Movement and Dance

Communication and Language
The children will continue to develop their listening, attention and understanding this term.

They will also develop their speaking and vocabulary further. We will focus upon:
° Listening to, learning and discussing a range of exciting stories.

o Engaging in a range of non fiction text. Talking about new knowledge and words to gain
a deeper understanding of them.

o Understanding and asking a range of questions

° Singing songs and nursery rhymes, adapting them with our own ideas.
o Use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences.

o Oral composition of sentences ready for sentence writing.

British Sign Language (BSL) Expressive Arts and Design

The children will continue to learn signs related to We will focus upon the artist Van Gogh and

their environment and routine, they will practise his painting ‘Sunflowers’. We will imitate his

using greetings and manners and experience signing work, exploring paints and different paint-

within singing and stories. They will also use signs brushes, discussing what we like or dislike

about his artwork. We will express our likes
and dislikes about art.

linked to feelings.




